
Between 1990 and 1999, Kenya lost
30 billion shillings to cattle rustling,
a study by African Centre for
Economic Growth reports. This is ten
times the Euro Bank scam and two-
thirds the Goldenberg rip-off.

The country lost another US$ 1.3
billion, US$ 290 million and US$ 20
million through land grabbing,
robberies (violent and non violent)
and car jacking respectively, the
report adds.

This finding makes cattle rustling
second to land grabbing in vices

Cattle rustling has impoverished Northern Kenya pastoral communities

US$ 0.4 Billion
lost through Rustling & Conflicts

draining the economy and
contributing to poverty. It is also
estimated that another whooping 15b
shillings was lost to cattle rustling
and banditry between 1999 and 2002
in pastoral areas.

The state, the report adds, failed to
maintain security in cattle rustling-
prone areas further aggravating the
problem. Banditry claimed 1,200
lives between 1995 and 2000 while
urban areas fell under the control of
vigilante groups and outlawed sects
like Mungiki.
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Northern Kenya is an arid area characterized by scarcity of natural resources.
The area is home to the most marginalised people in Kenya, often having
virtually no say over the changes that have impacts on their lives. In the
region, nomadic pastoralism is the main economic activity and the main source
of livelihood. Conflicts are many and centre mainly on the exploitation of the
limited natural resources.

Although, traditionally, conflicts have been a historical reality in northern
Kenya, recent developments on their scale, the consequences and the actors
involved have created a situation that threatens the livelihood of the
pastoralists.

In summary, conflict as a process and a consequence has bred widespread
human rights abuses, displacement of people and stifled private investments
and local enterprise development. As a result, poverty levels have doubled
while the environment has been degraded and children forced out of the formal
schooling system, as teachers relocate to safer areas. Insecurity and armed
conflicts in the neighboring war-torn countries; Sudan, Somalia, Uganda and
Ethiopia has amplified the problem.

The complexity of the conflicts is increased by the presence of international
and regional boundaries that have affected nomadic pastoralism.

Natural disasters such as drought, disease outbreaks and floods aggravate the
problem. Consequently, people are forced to resort to raiding and banditry
activities to restock their herds. Conflicts are also associated with the type of
development approach taken by the different actors in the region. Some
occasionally set development priorities and objectives without consulting the
communities. This is evident in the creation of grazing blocks, in northern
Kenya, which were meant to control overgrazing.

To achieve sustainable development, conflict management has become
increasingly important in northern Kenya. Concerted efforts by a number of
Civic Society Organizations (CSOs), religious bodies, governments and
individuals have given birth to a ray of hope in the region. Strengthening
institutional capacities of pastoral communities is a sure approach to mitigating
conflicts in northern Kenya. ITDG EA in partnership with other organizations,
has facilitated various peace meetings, workshops, peace committees training
workshops and exposure tours.

Gender mainstreaming is the agency’s driving philosophy in conflict
resolution. Women and children have been included in the various peace
initiatives.

This first issue, and subsequent quarterly publication of the PEACE Bulletin
will serve as a reference and will bolster sharing of knowledge and experiences
by individuals, CSOs and other bodies working for peace. It is also envisaged
that this newsletter will enhance networking and collaborations in addition
to shaping developmental priorities and policies of different actors in conflict
prone northern Kenya.

ITDG EA would like to thank USAID/GD office and United States Institute
of Peace (USIP) for facilitating the production of this bulletin.
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Loima region peace committee
members toured Samburu, Wajir,
Moyale and Marsabit Districts in
February this year as part of the
committee’s ongoing capacity
building and empowerment.

During the tour, the group met with
the Wajir District Commissioner
(DC), Ernest Munyi, who briefed
them on development and security
issues successfully undertaken by
Wajir Peace and Development
Committee (WPDC). He challenged
them to emulate WPDC and make
Turkana a better place to live.

The tour climaxed with meetings
with WPDC and Pastoralists
Association of Khorof-Harar. Loima
committee learnt a lot on matters
pertaining to development and
security from the two teams. They
believed they could replicate some of
the projects back home, given
sufficient time to mobilize the
necessary resources.

The Committee was greatly
impressed by the superior breeds of

Healthy Somali cattle impressed the visitors

Loima Peace Committee
tours North Eastern Districts

Somali livestock and the high prices
fetched by such breeds.

The committee learnt that natural
resources were a major asset to the
communities in Samburu, Marsabit
and Wajir Districts. In Samburu, the
county council sponsors the education
of poor families’ children from
primary, secondary to the tertiary
level using proceeds from the tourists.

The group acknowledged that
learning is a continuos process and
the tour had given them an
opportunity to learn, exchange and
share experiences as far as
community development is
concerned. The tour was an eye
opener, as it exposed them to a
competitive world regulated by
tolerance and peaceful coexistence,
which is key to sustainable
community based development.

The tour was beneficial both to the
visiting group and the hosts. The
troupe learned a lot and at the same
time shared their experiences with
their hosts.

Peace Building

PACODEO:
The Pastoralists’ Community
Development Organization, based in
Marsabit, was established as a focal
platform for collectively initiating the
design and implementation of
programmes that enhance effective care
and survival of the pastoralists’ economic
development through promotion and use
of locally available resources appropriate
to pastoralists’ context in addition to
conflict resolution. PACODEO has
established working relationship with
both local and international
organizations towards implementing
these programmes.

WPDC:
Wajir Peace and Development
Committee is based in Wajir and is
mandated to promote development
initiatives in the said District. Peace
building within and without Wajir
District is one of their benign
achievements.

PEDP:
Pokot Education and Development
Programme operates in West Pokot
District and beyond. PEDP undertakes
various community development
initiatives including but not limited to
conflict resolution, HIV AIDS awareness
and control campaigns, rehabilitation of
street kids, capacity building, micro
credit scheme and water interventions.
PEDP has organized inter-community
dialogue between Pokot and Marakwet
scheduled for March 28th at Kameley
Trading Centre.

CODEP:
Community Oriented Development
Programme assists communities in
Moyale and Mandera Districts in their
respective development initiatives.
CODEP activities spill over to the other
side of the border (Ethiopia) especially
when it comes to peace building
initiatives. Recently, CODEP facilitated
a meeting at Bute that resolved Boran
and Ajuran communities standoff over
stolen latter’s cattle by Ethiopian Boran.

ITDG-EA Conflict
Management

PROJECT PARTNERS
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Arid Lands Resource Management
Project (ALRMP) has successfully
used early warning systems to ward
off potentially hazardous situations
that are normally associated with
droughts in arid districts of Kenya.

This is achieved by releasing monthly
drought monitoring bulletins to
stakeholders and community
members in the said districts. The

Severe drought increases likelihood of conflicts over scarce pasture and water resource

Drought early warning system

report outlines drought situations in
the respective districts, offering
recommendations to ease the
situation.

Indicators such as normal (no
unusual fluctuations), alert (unusual
fluctuations and increased
vulnerability to food insecurity),
alarm (fluctuations outside expected
seasonal ranges with threatened food

Corruption perpetuated in form of
cattle rustling will continue to rob the
pastoralists a sizeable share of the
national cake as potential investors
relocate to safe places in East Africa.
Pastoralists’ per capita income will
continue to dwindle if the said
communities fail to uphold peace and
security.

Local leaders including MPs,

insecurity) and emergency (famine
threat) are used. Recommendations
are based on such indices.

Drought/famine preparedness has
enabled the resource-poor pastoralists
to come up with coping mechanisms,
thus reducing their vulnerability.

It is high time such systems are
replicated to include other initiatives
like conflicts. In northern Kenya,
traditional conflict early warning
systems are widely used. For instance,
among the Turkana and Pokot
communities, medicinemen are able
to foretell an imminent raid by
consulting intestines of special goats
and systematically throwing
traditional ‘hide’ shoes.

ITDG EA experience in using early
warning systems to prevent conflict
suggests that such practices need to
be promoted through validation and
replication. Pastoralists’ secretive
behavior as far as such useful skills
are concerned should be discouraged
if greater impact is to be achieved.

In addition, the approach needs to be
modernized. Agencies involved in
peace building should spearhead and
encourage the use of the system. Early
warning and early action should go
hand in hand.

councilors and chiefs should play a
pivotal role in conflict resolution in
their respective areas and form
linkages and networks that foster
security. Recent gains made in the
region in terms of peace should be
enhanced if the trend is to be radically
altered for the better.

The current NARC government
should come out forcefully and ensure
that security prevails in northern
Kenya.  This should be a break from

the previous administration that
condoned the vice for political gains
and control. Security apparatus
should be given the go-ahead to
apprehend the perpetrators of cattle
rustling.

The most affected areas include
Pokot, Marakwet, Turkana, Samburu,
Marsabit, Isiolo, Wajir, Moyale and
Mandera. The intermittent cattle
raids and banditry have eroded the
region’s potential in livestock
production, the report concluded.

Ksh. 30 billion lost through rustling
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Partnership & Collaboration

New
s Briefs

Pokot Attacked

Heavily armed Sabiny warriors from
Uganda backed by the Local Defense
Unit (LDU) raided Kanyeris border
area, West Pokot District in early
March.

It is alleged that over 3,000 cattle
were driven away by the attackers and
efforts to recover them have hit a
deadlock. A man who lost over 300
cattle in the raid hanged himself.

Currently, tension is high in the
border areas as it is rumoured that
the Pokot are planning a bloody
revenge. However, the respective
governments, aid agencies and
religious bodies are working hard to
pacify the region. Ugandan
authorities have been accused of
laxity in efforts to recover the stolen
herd.

‘Peace is a group effort’.
Collaboration and networking is the
fountain of peace-building and
conflict management. Local CSOs
understand better the different
perspectives and operational
experiences of working with
communities. This in turn facilitates
not only the designing of more
responsive programmes but also
encourages the communities to
participate in planning and to take
action.

ITDG EA collaborates with local
partner CSOs such as Pokot
Education and Development
Programme (West Pokot),
Pastoralists Community
Development Organization
(Marsabit), Wajir Peace and

During the last election period,
the project undertook monitoring
of election violence in Turkana,
Marsabit, Samburu, West Pokot,
Wajir and Moyale districts. All
steps were taken to mitigate
election violence in the cited
areas. The monitoring covered
the campaigns, voting day and
post-election periods.

The incidences of electoral
violence were more pronounced
during the respective party
nominations period especially
during the campaign period
preceding it. National Rainbow
Coalition (NARC) and Kenya
African National Union (KANU)
were the main perpetrators of the

violence in form of intimidation,
threats, vote buying, outright
bribery, physical confrontations
and mudslinging.  During the
nasty electioneering period, two
people were killed, scores of
people injured and several houses
were burnt.

This situation partly resulted to
the low voter turn out during the
elections. KANU, the then ruling
party, widely used the provincial
administration and state
resources to campaign for itself
and also to frustrate opposition
parties. Nevertheless the post
election period in which NARC
emerged victorious has been
peaceful.

(POKATUSA), VSF-Belgium, CAPE
Unit, OXFAM, CCF, CIFA, Arid
Lands Resource Management
Programme, schools, theatre groups
and religious bodies among others.

Development Committee (Wajir),
Community Oriented Development
Programme (Moyale and Mandera)
and Vision Volunteers in Kerio valley.
Other partners include World Vision

Election Violence

Collaboration and networking is the fountain of peace-building and conflict management
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The Samburu District Peace
Committee has been formed, ending
months of speculations and dilly-
dallying over the fate of the peace
body. The historic event was jointly
facilitated by Intermediate
Technology Development Group-
Eastern Africa (ITDG-EA),  Security

Research and Information Centre
(SRIC) and Arid Lands Resource
Management Programme among
other stakeholders.

The area Members of Parliament Hon
Leshore and Hon. Lesirma, Samburu
District Commissioner, and other

leaders graced the auspicious
occasion. Religious bodies and NGOs
also participated in the formation of
the committee.

A committee comprising 20 members
was elected with each of the six

Samburu Peace Committee formed

A Turkana elder addressing participants at the Lokiriama meeting

Continued on page 9

A meeting intended to bring together
Turkana, Pokot and Karamojong
communities suffered a setback when
the Pokot and Karamojong failed to
turn up. However, the Tepes of
Uganda (Karamojong sub-tribe) sent
a strong delegation.

The cross-border peace and
harmonization meeting between
Kenya and Uganda was held at
Lokiriama Trading Centre between
from 26th and 28th February. It was a
follow up of the previous workshops
held in Oropoi, Kakuma and
Namorupus. The workshop was a
consensus building forum meant to
get feedback from the various sites
on the current conflict situation in the
cluster.

Among the issues discussed in the
lengthy meeting was the reluctance
of the Pokot to actively engage in the
peace initiatives, the decimation of
wildlife, environmental destruction,
the grazing patterns and the gender
dimension. In the absence of the
Pokot and Karamojong
representatives critical issues
touching on their conduct could not
be conclusively confronted.

The Peace Committee members who
had just returned from an exposure
tour of North Eastern & Eastern
Provinces had an opportunity to
report and share their findings with
a message that indeed there is a lot

to be replicated which would improve
cross-border communities
livelihoods. At the end of the
meeting, the communities agreed to
embrace peace in border areas of
the cluster.

UNDP, through the Global
Environmental Facility (GEF) funded
the cross-border meeting as part of
the ongoing East Africa Cross-Border
Biodiversity Project that is
implemented by ITDG EA.

Chiefs, Councilors, community
leaders, aid agencies, women, men
and youth attended the peace-
building meeting.

Pokot, Karamojong snub
PEACE MEETING
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Capacity Building

Pastoralists have cited access to
information communication
technologies as a powerful conduit to
increased participation in social
discourses.

However, their nomadic lifestyle,
area’s remoteness, vastness and
general marginalization render
communication and access to vital
information almost impossible. Their
environment therefore presents
physical challenges to their
participation and mainstreaming in
national development and policy
discourse. ITDG EA is informed by
experiences gained in the field (peace
meetings, workshops, exposure tours
and training’s) that lack of access to
mass media especially the radio has
been a big impediment to peace
building endeavors.

Although the media can play a
leading role in peace building, it is
worth noting that the most
appropriate media channel in
northern Kenya is the radio.
Television is restricted to the major
urban centres as necessitated by
commercial dynamics (ads) that are
basically urban-oriented and only
reaches a meager 2% of the pastoral
rural populations. Lack of physical
infrastructure like electricity has also
impacted negatively on flourishing of
mass media in the region.

Baragoi Secondary School students demonstrating  through drama the effect of small arms at
Maralal

The print media is equally out of
reach for the majority of the
pastoralists, 98 per cent of whom are
illiterate. For the few who can read,
the poor infrastructure hampers
transportation of newspapers and
other print media materials to these
regions. These newspapers are
sometimes received after several days
or even weeks when the news has
already become history. This lack of
a reliable source of information has
not only affected the participation of
the youths and local people in
important policy and development
discourse and debate, but has also
impaired their ability to compete for
jobs advertised in the papers.

ITDG-EA recognizes the synergy of
local languages radio programmes in
conflict resolution initiatives and in
conjunction with PANOS Eastern
Africa piloted the production and
airing of Boran language radio
programme in Marsabit district. This
has enhanced wider inclusion, and
broke the language barrier that limits
pastoralists’ access to information.
The pilot project was made possible
through funds from USAID,
Governance and Democracy office.

The role of

RADIO
in peace
building

Community members participating in radio programmes production

Continued on page 8
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Colour and jovial mood marked
commemoration of peaceful
coexistence between the Pokot and
Marakwet communities during the
peace celebrations cum meeting held
at the Kameley border Primary
School ground on 31/3/03. Over 500
people attended the meeting,
including Hons Philip Rotino (MP
Sigor) and Samuel Moroto (MP
Kapenguria), provincial
administration, councilors, chiefs and
leaders. Hons Linah Kilimo (Minister
in the Office of Vice President),
David Sudi, Asman Abong’otum and
Samuel Poghisio sent apologies.

Throughout the thanks-giving
meeting, reconciliatory note was
evident as both communities sat,
chatting together- revisiting the past
agony of cattle rustling and praising
the prevailing peace in the high
potential border region. Commitment
and sincerity to peace building was
clearly exhibited in the meeting.

All speakers exhaled the tireless and
concerted efforts of the Tapach
Kapyego peace committee
highlighting the speed at which it has
responded to various cattle rustling
exigencies that at one time or the
other threatened to scuttle peace-
building initiatives. To their credit,
the peace committee that is composed
of Marakwet and Pokot elders has
facilitated return of stolen cattle and
compensation of killed persons.
Recently, the Pokot community
compensated their counterparts with
40 cows after one of their own killed
a Marakwet in a foiled cattle raid.

Pokot,
Marakwet
celebrate peace

A Marakwet woman challenged the
men to quietly dispose off their
“wonder stick” as they acquired the
same quietly without consulting
them. She elicited laughter when she
said, “Men have inflicted untold
sufferings to women and children as
a result of cattle raid. In the event of
a flare-up, the men hide their heads
under the beds leaving women and
children without protection the
society traditionally expects from
them”. She questioned the sincerity
of their love and familial
responsibility. “You only love us
when there is peace but abandon us
during the time of need”, she
quipped.

Both the communities acknowledged
that their tribesmen from the lower
region (valley) were the cause of all
the conflicts in the highland border
areas. In a quick rejoinder, the Pokot
County Council Chairman responded
that during the 1997 skirmishes, they
dispatched their “boys” to the
highlands to inquire what was the
fuss between the two neighbours who
were not known to engage in cattle
rustling unlike their valley
counterparts. “If the boys acted
contrary, I apologize and promise that
we will never send them again”, he
said.

The two MPs promised to pursue the
contentious Kapyegon forest conflict
victims’ squatter problem envisaging
their resettlement. Hon. Rotino
suggested that other peace meetings
should be held at Chesegon, Tot,
Kolowo, Kainuk, Turkwel and Alale.
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Radio programmes using local
languages provide a “safe”
platform for debate and dialogue
on the often-explosive conflict and
peace-building issues while
capturing a wide range of
perspectives. Radio can also
provide space for participation of
often marginalized sectors such as
women and youth. Radio is a
means of reaching physically
isolated communities. Indeed, in
many pastoralist communities
radio is the only connection with
the outside world. In pastoralists’
villages, it is a common sight to
find people gathered round a radio
in the evenings tuning to events
beyond their own borders. Surveys
indicate that many families and
communities invest in the
ownership of a radio.

Radio also provides an important
and safe channel for negotiations
in conflict situations and for
mobilizing community support for
decisions reached.

Apart from radio, the potential of
drama, poetry and songs in peace
building should be optimized.
Schools and local drama groups
should be facilitated to raise
awareness in conflict scenarios.

The role of radio in peace building
and HIV AIDS management
among the pastoralists of northern
Kenya cannot be underestimated.
Radio, as a conduit of information
dissemination should be
promoted.

The role of

RADIO
in peace building

Continued from page 7
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Pomp, ululation, excitement and
infinite bliss marked a traditional
compensation ceremony held on 6th

December 2002 at Oropoi, Turkana,
when the Turkana community
returned 11 out of the 28 herd of
cattle raided from Dodoth
community of Uganda.

Elsewhere in the cluster, the splendid
news was greeted with praises and
unwavering support. Enlisting their
support, warriors, soothsayers and
community members lauded the
move noting it merits being emulated
and institutionalized in the whole of
Karamojong cluster.

The presence and participation of the
then Turkana District Commissioner,
Mr. Simon Rotich and his Ugandan
counterpart, Mr. Lawrence Okol
(Kotido District) graced the
auspicious occasion. A high-powered
delegation comprising government
officials and community leaders
attended the function.

Dodoth county officials arrived in a
convoy of two vehicles. They were
escorted by a contingent of 20
Ugandan Peoples Defense Force and
Local Defense Unit and were warmly
received by their hosts. The meeting

From RETALIATION to RECONCILIATION

kicked off officially at 3.00 PM
climaxing with the handing over of
the eleven cattle at around 5.00PM.
Women danced and sang their hearts
out in support and praise of the
initiative taken by the two
communities.

ITDG-EA facilitated the
reconciliation-cum-compensation
meeting.

In their respective speeches, the
leaders called for concerted efforts in
peace building and border
harmonization activities. Chiefs in
collaboration with peace committees
were requested to liaise, network and
collaborate in their endeavors.

Mr. Rotich said albeit the returned
herd fell short of the raided 28 cattle,
that alone meant a lot to him and the
government as a whole. “Finally”, he
said, “a window of hope has dawned
and it is upon the respective
communities to uphold it and abhor
cattle rustling that has continued to
wreak havoc in the region”.

The acting Kotido DC, Mr. Okol,
made a light moment when he said,
“Since taking office, this is the first
time to witness pastoralists surrender

(in the name of compensation) their
most coveted property and lifeblood-
the COW”! It was his wish to see the
Dodoth and Turkana graze their
cattle together and to coexist
peacefully. He suggested that youths
must be well represented in future
peace meetings.

Among other recommendations, the
meeting suggested the upgrading of
Kalapata-Oropoi road so as to bolster
security and encourage investments.
The elders unanimously agreed to
render cattle rustling in the cluster
something of the past and work
forward for the region’s socio-
economic development.

Pomp and ululation as Turkana hands over eleven cows to Dodoth

Peace Building

divisions electing three members
and one more each from Nyiro and
Baragoi divisions, which are
mainly inhabited by the Samburu
and Turkana communities. The
two divisions are also considered
as conflict black spots. Gender
mainstreaming was taken into
account during the election.

During the election process, Mr.
Wairagu from SRIC emphasized
the need to elect an all-inclusive
committee that is non-partisan,
politically neutral and utmost
objective and exhibit credibility.
The area DC said that initially, it
was embarrassing for him to visit
other districts especially during
peace meetings only to realize that
Samburu is the only district devoid
of peace committee in the region.

The two legislators challenged the
just formed body to take shape and
facilitate the restoration of peace
in the district and beyond as a way
of opening up the area for socio
economic development.

Samburu Peace
Committee formed

Continued from page 6

Turkana OCPD officiating the returning of stolen cattle at a previous compensation ceremony
at Todonyang
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Marsabit peace committee has raised
an alarm over the escalating highway
banditry along the Marsabit -Isiolo
highway. The part of the road that is
in Samburu District has borne much
of the brunt.

In their letter addressed to the area
MPs, Hon Bonaya Godana, Titus
Ngoyoni, Abdi Sasura and Guracha
Galgalo and copied to Permanent
Secretary-Internal Security, PCs
Eastern and Rift Valley, DC.s
Marsabit and Samburu, they
expressed their dissatisfaction over
the government’s inability and
unwillingness to restore peace in the
route.

“Between December 2002 and
January 2003, eleven attacks were
reported. In the attacks, scores of
people were seriously injured”, the
letter read. It is also alleged that some
travelers lost their lives in the attacks.

The letter further said “ Our appeals
to Samburu District Security
Committee and community leaders to
restore peace have fallen on deaf ears
despite several meetings we had with
them”.

The suprising fact is that most of the
vehicles plying the route are escorted

“Time bomb” alarm raised
Peace committee warns of rising highway banditry.

by security personnel but are always
overwhelmed by the bandits who
ambush and spray them with bullets.

Rev. Jeremiah Omar, the committee’s
chairman, indicated that the situation
is beyond their intervention and
called upon the government to
intervene immediately otherwise the
situation could regenerate into
anarchy, as it is a time bomb waiting
to explode.

In another development, a study by
the Catholic Church shows that
several people have lost their lives
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and property due to gang raids. Some
20 raids have been reported in
Marsabit in the past two years, the
report said.

The litany of violence was replayed
on 25th January when suspected
bandits shot at a school bus, injuring
six students.

The attacks have prompted the
diocese to question the motive of the
raids. It has also cast aspersions on
the security forces’ ability to isolate
the perpetrators.

Conflict Sensitivity in all facets of
project cycle refers to being sensitive
to the conflict environment while
doing your work to prevent negative
impact and increase positive impact,
a Peace and Conflict Impact
Assessment (PCIA) workshop that
was held in Entebbe, Uganda from
26th-28th February noted.

PCIA is understood as an instrument
to assess the impact of an intervention

(humanitarian, development or
peace building) on the dynamics
of a conflict, and vice versa. In this
sense, it is conceived as a
comprehensive approach from
which to assess other critical
crosscutting aspects such as human
rights, gender and environment
It was also noted that recent major
shifts in aid policy are (directly or
indirectly) linking development,
humanitarian assistance and peace

Conflict Sensitivity emphasized at Entebbe workshop

building with conflict-sensitive
programming. Conflict sensitivity
can add to these debates and lead to
improved practice.

The workshop was a follow up of a
consultative meetings held in Kenya
and Uganda in August last year. The
meeting introduced the PCIA draft
resource pact where it was discussed
and strengthened further.

Continued on page 11
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The role of women in peace building
cannot be underestimated. Though
women don’t brandish AK 47 rifles,
they hold sway in the outdated culture
of cattle rustling. The gab is their
weapon, and it is poisonous.

Gender mainstreaming is an
inevitable component of conflict
resolution and development
initiatives. Recent studies infer that
women among the pastoral
communities of Kenya contribute, to
a large extent, to conflicts as they sing
war songs in praise of warriors and
ridicule those that are perceived as
cowards.

“We sing and bless our children when
they come home with herds of stolen

Turkana women contributing to proceedings at a cross-border peace meeting at Lokiriama.

livestock. To meet this extortion, they
resort to raids and when they return
empty-handed, we castigate them”,
said a 70 year old Samburu woman.

This pressure by women has led to
increased demand by the youths to
engage in cattle rustling. As a result,
lives have been lost and property
destroyed, forcing women to rethink
their war songs. Women are now
playing key roles in conflict
prevention.

Recently, in a historic peace meeting
in South Horr, Samburu District,
women cleansed pastures abandoned
due to insecurity in the region as a
result of intermittent cattle raids

 in peace buildingWomen

Peace Building

between Samburu and Rendile
communities.

The women led a group of elders in
sprinkling milk and honey on the
pastures murmuring words of
blessings in a traditional ritual. The
sight of women taking charge in the
ritual really touched men. Since then,
peace has been restored in the area.
Kudos to the women.

ITDG EA has played a leading role
in ensuring that women are on board
in peace building initiatives. Women
comprise a significant number and
assert unprecedented influence in the
various peace committees.

Although women are not allowed to
sit with men in the council of elders
among the Pastoralists communities,
the trend is fast changing. Women’s
participation in peace processes has
been encouraging thus it should be
emboldened and where possible
replicated. This way, peace will
prevail in the cattle rustling prone
districts in Kenya and across the
borders.

Women’s potentials in conflict
mitigation should be enhanced and
exploited if insecurity is to be
something of yesteryears.

The workshop was organized by
Africa Peace Forum, Centre for
Conflict Resolution, Alert
International, Forum on Early
Warning and Early Response,
Safer World and Consortium of
Humanitarian Agencies (CHA).
ITDG EA and a number of
international and local CSOs and

government officials (Kenya and
Uganda) attended the residential
workshop.

A comprehensive Conflict
Sensitive manual/guideline will be
developed based and informed by
the inputs of the workshop.

Conflict Sensitivity emphasized at Entebbe workshop
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Vice President Kijana
Wamalwa officiated the
destruction of 7,227
illicit guns ranging from
pistols to automatic
rifles at Uhuru Gardens,
Nairobi on 15th March
2003. 1,000 of the
assortment were burnt
while the remaining
6,227 were to be
destroyed later.

The event, christened
‘’No guns please’’, was
a culmination of the
Nairobi Declaration of March 2000
on proliferation of small arms and
light weapons. United Nation
Development Programme (UNDP),
Security Research and Information
Centre (SRIC) and the government
facilitated the exercise.

In his keynote address, the VP said
“let’s not look at the monetary value
(valued at over Ksh. 200 million) of
these illicit weapons to be destroyed
but rather the untold sufferings the
arms have inflicted on the nation as
a whole”. He restated the
government’s resolute fight against
proliferation of illicit arms in Kenya
and the greater horn of Africa region
as a whole.

Dr. Chris Murungaru, the Minister
for Internal Security, observed that
the desire to acquire illicit arms
especially in pastoral areas (North
Eastern, North Rift and Eastern
provinces) is premised on poverty and
not criminality per se. Nairobi and

1,000 of the 7,227 illicit arms were burnt at Uhuru Gardens.

Coast provinces are also awash with
firearms, the minister added.

To curb the menace, the Minister said
that the government would initiate
and promote community induced
development activities in the conflict
prone districts.

Mr. Edward Clay of the Friends of
Nairobi Declaration and who is also
the UK envoy to Kenya noted that
there are over 40 million assortments
of arms in Africa. “These arms which
are in wrong hands pose a major
security risk and increase the
likelihood of conflicts in Africa”, the
envoy said.

UNDP’s representative in the
exercise enlisted UN’s solidarity in
combating the menace.

Speaking on behalf of the civil
society, Col. (rtd) Kamenju noted that
whereas the government is the engine

Up in Flames

of combating small arms, the civil
society is the fuel.

Others who moved the occasion
included Mrs. Rukia from North
Eastern Province. Highlighting
women’s contribution in halting the
menace and speaking on behalf of the
pastoralists, she noted that women
bore the brunt of illicit arms. She
called for the government to prolong
amnesty on surrendering of illicit
arms so that more could be
surrendered. The contribution of an
elder from NEP who assisted in
collection of these arms was
acknowledged

Civil society, religious bodies,
diplomatic corps, individuals and the
government hailed the move and
promised to assist law enforcement
agencies in pacifying Kenya and the
greater horn of Africa region as a
whole.
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Over 7,000 illicit weapons destroyed
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