ASSESSMENT ON HOW IMPROVE GEMSTONE TRADE AND ACCESS TO MARKETS IN ZAMBIA

Zambia Ministry of Mines and Minerals Development (MMMD) through the Support to Economic Expansion and Diversification (SEED) Project engaged PAC to undertake an assessment to recommend ways to improve the formal trade of gemstones in Zambia.
The purpose of the of the assessment was to identify and evaluate potential viable gemstone market structures in Zambian and assess the extent to which these could lead to more efficient, transparent and equitable trading conditions in the gemstone sector by providing a more direct market-linkage mechanism in the supply chain between primary producers and buyers within a more formal market setting. The assessment also evaluated the costs-benefits and risks associated with each (including what is required to make them work – in terms of costs, revenues, management etc).
As part of the assessment data was collected from various stakeholders including small scale miners and a Draft Report was produced and presented at a Stakeholders Workshop in Lusaka. The findings of the assessment showed that most of the Zambian gemstone producers, especially the small-scale miners do not see marketing as their main problem but see production and lack of funds as the major constraint affecting the gemstone trade. Marketing is seen as a challenge by a few traders and miners who are gradually changing totally or partly into trading, on the assumption that trade is more rewarding than actual mining. The lack of appropriate skills, information, lack of value addition skills and training were identified as the main obstacles hindering the development of the marketing sector in Zambia.
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Stakeholders/Validation workshop held in Lusaka, Zambia a part of the assessment. The workshop was officially opened by Mr. L. Nkhata, the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Mines and Minerals Development (MMMD)
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Types of gemstone mined in Zambia: Amethyst, the purple variety of quartz and the Aquamarine which is blue, or perhaps more correctly, blue-green or aqua variety of the mineral beryl.
