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Summary
Tameezan wa Gathui has over 20 years experience working renewable energy sector in Kenya. In the last 5 years she has worked with the energy programme at Practical Action, Eastern Africa and, more recently, as an energy specialist with its development consultancy arm Practical Action Consulting.  She has been involved in the management of pro-poor rural household and institutional energy projects involving installation, training and financing of renewable energy technologies for lighting and cooking. In addition she has been involved in the indoor air pollution research, coordinated studies on trade and energy, as well as on the impact of small decentralized energy projects on climate change. Her private sector experience includes developing and implementing community based Solar PV home system projects; design, installation, monitoring, sales and marketing of solar home systems and equipment.  She has reviewed credit mechanisms by which rural communities can acquire solar PV home systems and has developed and participated in projects that have used some of these mechanisms. Tameezan has worked closely with many renewable energy practitioners, equipment manufacturers, retailers, installers and end users. Her administrative experience includes office and field staff management, project design, development and management 
Education
Agricultural Engineering - Farm Power and Machinery Option, Diploma Level, Egerton Agricultural College, Kenya
Employment Record

May 2007- Present
Energy Specialist, Practical Action Consulting - Eastern Africa

Key Responsibilities
· Delivery of energy assignments in the East African region
· Identify and support the development of new energy projects
· Monitoring  and evaluation of  energy projects in the region
· Network with stakeholders  and funders/donors in the region
· Developing local partnerships in energy
· Energy research and project documentation for wider  sharing

· Develop and maintain a data base of local energy experts in the region
Key ongoing assignments

· Kenya Research Theme leader, Policy Innovation Systems for Clean Energy Security Project, PISCES

Aug ‘06-April ‘07
Independent Consultant

· Research into local capacity to implement small decentralized energy projects  in Kenya, for Practical Action, UK 
· Set up the Christian Industrial Training Centre , CITC, a local Youth Polytechnic in Mombasa to deliver a training course in cellular phone repair and electronic fuel injection vehicle systems for their students
· Member, energy specialists panel , to shortlist projects in Kenya and Uganda,  for Fondation Énergies pour le Monde (France) FONDEM, to promote best practice approaches in decentralized rural electrification using renewable energies in Kenya and Uganda
· Training of  the Kenya Ministry of Energy staff comprising Engineers, Energy Centre Managers and Project officers, at the Institute for Energy and Environmental Technology (IEET) of the Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture &  Technology (JKUAT) 
2002-2006

Projects Officer, Practical Action, Eastern Africa

· Project Manager, Glowstar Solar lantern marketing projects.  Responsible for implementing the marketing plan for the Glowstar Solar Lantern in five Kenyan districts. The work involved training, awareness creation, promotion and sale of solar lanterns with a team of district marketing officers.

· Project Manager for the Ashden/ITDG-EA Energy for Schools project in Kenya.  Responsible for managing the three-year project to improve livelihoods of people by promoting the uptake of renewable energy technologies in rural secondary schools in Kenya.

· Management of data for the DFID/KAR Indoor Air Pollution project.  Responsible for entry of household smoke monitoring data collected from poor households in Kajiado and Kisumu districts as part of the Smoke, Health and household Energy project in Kenya.

· Preparation of concepts and proposals on:

· Community operated Solar PV and  pico/micro hydro energy projects in Kenya

· Use of bamboo as an alternative building material and 

· Waste oil recycling

· Lake Victoria region Cities Development Strategy

· Using solar power to resolve human wildlife conflicts in Kenya

· Submission for Kyoto Water Prize 2006

· Submission for the Rolex 2006 award

· Provided support to the Team Leader in monitoring the DGIS supported work in the Access to Infrastructure Services programme
· Participated in the following workshops seminars: 

· EC awareness creation workshop

· GVEP Africa Facilitators workshop

· ILO Integrated Solid Waste Management Training workshop

· The first Smoke Forum bringing together Kenyan Stakeholders views about alleviation of Indoor Air Pollution from biomass use in Kenya 

· The Gender and Energy Training of Trainers (TOT) Workshop for TIE Energia Programme to strengthen gender and energy networking in Africa
· Trained project stakeholders to enhance their awareness about  Indoor Air Pollution from Biomass use in Maasai households, Mother and Child health project,  Monduli (Arusha District), Tanzania

· Participated in the following international meetings:

· World Urban Forum 2004 in Barcelona Spain (presented the Women and information Communications Technology WICT project)

· Grassroots Women’s International academy (GWIA) workshop, 2004, Barcelona, Spain

· International course in small hydro and solar photovoltaic in Peru, 2005, South America

· Research and documentation of  the “Improving access of water to the Maasai community project  in Magadi division of Kajiado District” experience in Energia magazine 

2001-2002

PV (Photovoltaic) Programme Officer, Energy Alternatives AFRICA Ltd

· Developed and implemented a UNDP GEF/Small Grants Program funded project to deliver Solar Home Systems for tea farmers in Kenya, through a rural co-operative revolving fund. The work involved the design, installation, quality control, end user training and monitoring. To date, the revolving fund has enabled about 150 homes to acquire solar home systems

· Desk study to compile a data base of Training Institutions in the renewable and household energy sector in Kenya for IGAD

· Review of the existing finance mechanisms in the renewable and household energy sector in Kenya for IGAD, together with a financial expert

· Training of Trainers in solar photovoltaic theory and installation, to Machakos Technical Training Institute, funded by the US Ambassadors Self-Help fund, to enable them to deliver technical training to secondary school leavers
· Provided training to Eritrean Entrepreneurs on an exchange visit to familiarize themselves with the solar photovoltaic industry in Kenya. 

· Supervision of a 9kW office power back up installation in Westlands, on the outskirts of Nairobi, that uses the mains, a generator, as well as solar panels to operate computers and lighting

· Organized the company promotional display stand at the 2001 Solar Day 

· Quality control of the installation of ten Solar Electric Home Systems for the Kiegoi Tea Growers SACCO Society, Meru, Kenya
2000-2001

Marketing Services Coordinator, BP Solar East and Southern Africa
· Managing the day to day operations of the Nairobi Office to ensure its smooth running in the absence of the Regional Manager and Regional Engineer
· Fielding and filtering customer inquires, for re-directing or quoting as appropriate.
· Managing day-to-day liaison with all East and Southern Africa distributors in conjunction with Regional Manager and Regional Engineer (Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Zambia, Mozambique, Malawi, Re-union, Ghana, Nigeria, South Africa, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Namibia, Swaziland). This included, supply of technical and pricing information, providing proforma invoices, processing orders for action from the international office in Spain/UK, forwarding relevant shipping information and following orders through to completion.
· Liaison with head offices in Madrid/UK logistics day-to-day communications to ensure timely and correct deliveries.
· Maintaining and updating electronically sales and technical information in the Nairobi Office.
1997- 2000

General Manager, Solagen Ltd. 

· Identifying customer requirements, carrying out site surveys with technicians when necessary, preparation of quotations and information packages 
· Customer follow ups for sales
· Supervision of installation of electric fencing systems 
· Dealing with customer inquiries by telephone and at the sales counter
· Setting up demonstrations and displays at various exhibitions and show
· Follow up existing customers for maintenance contracts
· Organizing technicians for installations
· Liaison with local suppliers to ensure prompt deliveries
· Customer care during system shutdowns (mainly for power backup systems) and warranty claims
· Trouble shooting power backup systems, with technicians 
· Day to day administration of staff-sales people, technicians, accounts personnel and computer operators
· Conducting interviews for new staff
· Organizing monthly staff meetings, preparing meeting agenda and minutes
· Maintaining a database of all installations for the purposes of monitoring systems sales performance, customer feedback and quality of installation work, equipment design suitability.

1994-1996

Technical Director,  Fencelectric and Solar Ltd.
· Hired and set up company office and recruited company staff
· Responsible for the technical, financial and administrative operations of the company
· Provided in-house training in electric fence and solar electric installation to company technicians
· Installation, maintenance, repairs of about 20 electric fencing and solar electric systems in Nairobi, Nakuru, Ruiru, Athi River and Kitui
· Provided training to 30 Kenya Wildlife Services fence technicians and attendants in all aspects of electric fencing
· Directed sales of electric fencing and solar equipment to installer and user
· Participated in a seminar on "Building Renewable Energy Infrastructure in East Africa" in Arusha, Tanzania, organized by Energy Alternatives Africa Ltd.
· Resource person, solar electric installation training course held at the KARADEA Solar Training Facility, Karagwe District, Tanzania under subcontract to Energy Alternatives Africa Ltd.
· Founding member of Solarnet - a Kenyan NGO dedicated to Solar Energy Promotion in the region

1993-1994

Office Manager, Engineering Design Consultants Ltd.

· Quality control of the printing of the Proceedings of the 2nd National Conference on Rainwater Catchment Systems in Kenya held in Nairobi, from 30 August - 4 September 1992
· Organizational support to the 6th International Conference on Rainwater Catchment Systems, held in Nairobi from 1st to 5th August 1993
· Editing and quality control for the printing of the Proceedings of the 6th International Conference on Rainwater Catchment Systems
· Data coding and Bibliography editing of the UN Habitat/Ford Foundation funded project to develop an urban poverty elimination model for the Kibera slum and squatter area in Nairobi
· General Office Administration

April-July 1993
Project Officer, The Kenya Energy and Environment Organizations 

· Compilation of the first issue of EMIS (Energy Monitoring and Information Service) bi-annual bulletin
· Organizational and logistical support for Women in Development and Environment (WIDEN) Conference held in Kisumu from 22nd to 26th May 1993
· Presentation of a talk "Applications of Solar Energy" at the Women and Environment and Development Network, WIDEN, conference held  in Kisumu, 22nd to 26th May 1993
· Literature review and draft preparation of a paper entitled "Energy from Waste" presented by KENGO at the East African Environmental Network (EAEN) Conference held in June 1993
· Provided training to Ph.D. student from Nigeria on Renewable Energy Technology Principles and Operation
· Presentation of a paper on "The Environmental Impact Assessment of 
Woodfuel Energy Supply in Kenya" at the EIA seminar organized by Moi University in Nairobi, in July 1993
· Assistance in the organization and preparation of a regional seminar on "Recent Experiences in Research, Development and Dissemination of Renewable Energy Technologies in sub-Sahara Africa", 29th March to 2nd April 1993

1989-1992
Head, Energy Services Department, Research and Planning Services International Ltd.
· Identification, promotion, coordination and management of company activities in the energy sector, including the management of the Ontario Hydro Program in the East African region for which RPS is the representative office. Ontario Hydro, one of Canada's largest power utility, provides technical support and training for power utilities in Kenya, Ethiopia, Tanzania and Zimbabwe
· Management of the RPS Register of Associate Consultants. This included the identification of suitable expertise in various fields of specialization
· In-charge of the  Information Monitoring System
· Responsible for updating the status of projects and prospects for all the departments
· Responsible for the preparation of invoices and statements for projects in the department
· Project management and coordination, World Bank funded Environmental Impact Assessment Study of Geothermal Development for the Kenya Power Company Ltd. The study was executed by a multi-disciplinary team of experts in the fields of sociology economics, soil science, fauna, flora, air quality and hydrology
· Coordination and data collection for a team of experts on a USAID funded feasibility study for Geothermal Private Power Development in Kenya. The team consisted of economists, geothermal scientists, a financial analyst and a legal expert
· Data collection for Acres International of Canada, for the preparation of an update of the Kenya National Power Development Masterplan
· Assistance in the preparation and delivery of CIDA funded seminar entitled "Preparing environment assessment for energy projects in Kenya" by the Kenya/Canada Energy Advisory Project in the Ministry of Energy
· Socio-economic and environmental data collection for the Aleltu Hydroelectric project feasibility study (Ethiopia) carried out by Acres International

1986-1989

Technical Coordinator, Kensid Trading Ltd. Kenya 

· Design of solar domestic institutional lighting, water pumping, refrigeration and electric fencing systems for a variety of clients ranging from individual house owners to international donor agencies. Computer programs were utilized to determine optimum system performance
· Advice to clients on systems appropriate for their needs. Preparation of quotations and pro-forma invoices
· Procurement of accessories necessary to install the equipment
· Supervision of a small team of technicians for installation
· Liaison with equipment suppliers, both local and international, to keep abreast of latest developments in the technology and system installation codes and procedures
· Liaison with the Ministry of Energy and Regional Development and local suppliers of solar equipment to monitor the status of sales and assimilation of the technology in the country
· Dissemination of information by means of practical demonstrations at seminars and workshops on renewable technologies
· Preparation of information packages for potential clients and end-users

1983-1986

Technical Representative, Animatics Limited, Kenya
· Design of photovoltaic systems for domestic lighting, refrigeration, water pumping and electric fencing in various part of the country
· Promotion of photovoltaic technology and its applications in seminars, workshops and at the Nairobi International Show
· Installation of cattle weighing equipment on commercial ranches and farms
· Repair of portable agricultural equipment such as cream separators, ear tag applicators, electric dehorners, electric fencing units, livestock weighing machines, hot (permanent) stamping of plastic ear tags for animal identification
· Assistance in the installation of a poultry hatchery in Kikuyu
· Monitoring and report writing on all the above activities
· Installation and maintenance of display equipment in the company showroom

1982-1983

Motorcycle mechanic,  Bhatia Auto (Kenya) Limited.
· Assembly of completely 'Knocked Down' (CKD) Kits of "Kawasaki" motor cycles
· Commissioning of newly assembled units
· Routine servicing, trouble shooting, major and minor repairs
· Fabricating of accessories, battery charging, wheel balancing and workshop maintenance
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