


Africa — left in the dark?

2.4 billion people worldwide rely on traditional
biomass fuels (including wood, charcoal, crop
residues and dung) for cooking. Hundreds of millions
of people, mostly women and children, spend up to
five hours a day gathering fuel and water for their
essential needs. As a result, these women and
children can be denied the opportunity to undertake
other activities or attend schools. They also face
adverse health consequences. Every year 1.6 million
people die from lengthy exposure to excessive levels
of smoke in their homes from cooking fires.

Globally at least 1.6 billion people lack access to
electricity for lighting, heating, cooking, refrigeration
or telecommunications, even though more than a
billion people have gained access to electricity in the
last 25 years. Four out of five people without access
to electricity live in rural areas of the developing
world, mainly in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia.
In sub-Saharan Africa only 8% of the rural and 51%
of the urban population have access to electricity.

On current trends 1.5 billion people globally will still
lack electricity in 2030, of whom 650 million will be
in Africa. This is some fifteen years after the target
date for meeting the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs), which cannot be met without sustainable,
affordable, accessible and reliable energy services.
Yet assistance for the provision of energy in Africa
has been minimal. According to the OECD only 4% of
total aid to Africa is spent on energy; the EU picture
is little better, accounting for less than 5% of aid
from Europe since 1990.

The Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPOI)
agreed at the World Summit on Sustainable
Development (WSSD) in 2002 called for the
international community to work together at all levels
to improve access to reliable and affordable energy
services for sustainable development sufficient to
facilitate the achievement of the MDGs. The response
of the European Union was to establish the EU
Energy Initiative for Poverty Eradication and
Sustainable Development.

Marcyleen from Zimbabwe struggles to study using the feeble light of a lantern.

The EU Energy Initiative

The stated objective of the European Union Energy
Initiative (EUEI) is to contribute to the provision of
access to energy necessary to achieve the MDGs,
particularly, but not exclusively, that of halving the
proportion of people in extreme poverty by the year
2015. By creating a focus on energy and poverty, the
Initiative intends to:

® Raise political awareness among high level
decision makers of the important role energy can
play in poverty reduction.

® Clarify the need for energy services for poverty
reduction and sustainable development.

® Make apparent the need for energy services in
national and regional development strategies.

@ Encourage the coherence and synergy of
energy-related activities.

® Stimulate new resources (capital, technology,
human resources) from the private sector, financial
institutions, civil society and end-users.

The EU is taking the Initiative forward through open
dialogue with partner governments at country level
through its EC Delegations and member state country
offices. Local participation will be encouraged from
end-users, communities, businesses and other
stakeholders in both planning and implementation.
The EU and partner country dialogue is followed by,
or in parallel with, dialogue with the private sector,
financing organisations, civil society and end-users.
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